Prayer of Mothers for Life and Peace
See https://opensiddur.org/?p=9158 for this prayer in Arabic, Hebrew and German

God of Life

Who heals the broken hearted and binds up their wounds

May it be your will to hear the prayer of mothers

For you did not create us to kill each other

Nor to live in fear, anger or hatred in your world

But rather you have created us so we can grant permission to one another to sanctify
Your name of Life, your name of Peace in this world.

For these things [ weep, my eye, my eye runs down with water

For our children crying at nights,

For parents holding their children with despair and darkness in their hearts
For a gate that is closing, and who will open it before the day has ended?

And with my tears and prayers which [ pray
And with the tears of all women who deeply feel the pain of these difficult days
[ raise my hands to you please God have mercy on us

Hear our voice that we shall not despair
That we shall see life in each other,

That we shall have mercy for each other,
That we shall have pity on each other,
That we shall hope for each other

And we shall write our lives in the book of Life
For your sake God of Life
Let us choose Life.

For you are Peace, your world is Peace and all that is yours is Peace,
And so shall be your will and let us say
Amen.

Amichai Lau-Lavie (translation)

Rabbi Amichai Lau-Lavie is the founding director of Storahtelling, Inc. and the spiritual leader of Lab/Shul. An Israeli-born Jewish educator, writer, and
performer, he was hailed by Time Out New York as “Super Star of David," an “iconoclastic mystic," and as “one of the most interesting thinkers in the
Jewish world” by the New York Jewish Week. He is currently a rabbinical student at the Jewish Theological Seminary of America. Amichai was a
Jerusalem Fellow at the Mandel Leadership Institute in Israel (2008-2009) and is a consultant to the Reboot Network, a member of the URJ Faculty
Team, and a fellow of the new Clergy Leadership Institute. He is the proud Abba of Alice, Ezra, and Charlotte-Hallel.

Tamar Elad-Appelbaum

Rabbi Tamar Elad-Appelbaum is the founder of ZION: An Eretz Israeli Congregation in Jerusalem; and Vice President of the Masorti Rabbinical
Assembly. Her work spans and links tradition and innovation, working toward Jewish spiritual and ethical renaissance. She devotes much of her energy to
the renewal of community life in Israel and the struggle for human rights. Rabbi Elad-Appelbaum served as rabbi of Congregation Magen Avraham in the
Negev; as a congregational rabbi in the New York suburbs alongside Rabbi Gordon Tucker; and as Assistant Dean of the Schechter Rabbinical Seminary
in Jerusalem. In 2010 she was named by the Forward as one of the five most influential female religious leaders in Israel for her work promoting pluralism and Jewish religious

freedom.

Sheikha Ibtisam Mahameed

My name is Ibtisam. | am Palestinian, living in northern Israel. My primary focus is on improving relations between Jews and Arabs in Israel, and | also
work to improve the status of women in both Arab and Jewish society. Even though Arabs and Israelis live very close to one another, most have no social
connection whatsoever. Most of my work is in the Palestinian community in Israel, especially amongst women whose position in Arab society is still
repressed. | try to help them build up their confidence, and then | introduce them to groups of people of the three major faiths - Islam, Christianity and
Judaism. For many years | have been counseling Arab and Jewish women regarding the status of women in society. As a religious Muslim woman, | work with religious Jewish,
Druze, and Christian women on promoting peace by learning about each other's religions and cultures. | am on the board of Middleway, an NGO for the promotion of
compassion and non-violence, and | helped found the Women'’s Interfaith Encounter, a program of the Interfaith Encounter Association.
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