
Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice’s Steering Committee is compelled to stand with many 
other Americans and people of faith and goodwill around the world against the President's 
decision to provide cluster bombs to Ukraine. [1,2]  We find that the arguments given by the 
President for doing so are based on expediency, flying in the face of universal condemnation of 
weapons of mass destruction.  To resort to cluster munitions as a "temporary" solution to delayed 
production of other weapons does not make them less reprehensible. [3] 
 
Major differences exist between cluster munitions and precisely targeted "smart" bombs and 
artillery shells; cluster bombs are intended to kill over a wide area, and not just a single 
target.  The claim that only munitions with very low "dud rates" - where unexploded bomblets 
remain lethal - will be sent to Ukraine is subject to scrutiny, because variations between batches 
cannot be predicted in advance of use on the battlefield.  Claims that Ukraine would not use 
these weapons where its own citizens would be endangered and that post-war clearing of 
landmines and unexploded ordnance is required anyway ignore the change of citizenship in 
disputed territory and the risk that not all bomblets will be found in time to prevent injury to the 
innocent.  The argument that Russia has already used cluster munitions is hardly moral 
justification for the US and its allies to begin using them. [4] 
 
The fact that the US even has large quantities of cluster weapons to give to Ukraine is evidence 
of American exceptionalism in selective retention of weapons other nations have renounced as 
morally repugnant - nuclear weapons not least among them.  Landmines are an example of such 
rejection of international decisions: despite a UN treaty passed in 1997 [5] the US only in 2022 
"aligned" itself with terms of the treaty but still will deploy landmines in Korea [6].  Similarly, in 
1997 the US ratified the UN Chemical Weapons Treaty, but only finished destroying its huge 
stockpile of neuorotoxic bombs and shells this month [7, 8]. It is too coincidental that the White 
House announced the Ukraine cluster bomb decision and simultaneously proclaimed that the US 
stock of chemical weapons has been destroyed [9] - as if the latter laundered the ethical stain of 
the former.  
 
Multifaith Voices for Peace and Justice strongly urges that our government immediately cease 
supplying cluster munitions to Ukraine. US efforts to build unity among its allies in opposing the 
Russian conquest of Ukraine can only be aided if we abide by their standards of warfare for 
minimizing risk to noncombatants.  Even better would be for the US to lead in finding 
nonviolent means to stop this imperialistic conflict.  Only by consistently doing so will the US 
ever gain any "moral high ground." 
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